
Richmond-Crater 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
Workshop #1 Minutes 
June 21, 2021 – Virtual Meeting via Zoom      
 
 
AGENDA 

• Introductions 
• Status Update 
• Community Exposure 
• Natural Hazards Summary 

o Tropical Storms 
o Tornadoes 
o Radon Exposure 
o Pandemic Flu 
o Winter Weather 
o Wildfire 
o Extreme heat 
o Coastal & Shoreline Erosion 
o Flooding and Impoundment Failure 

• Ranking the Hazards (Exercise & Discussion) 
 
MEETING NOTES 

• Winter Storm of 1/31/21 – 2/3/21 not shown.  Additional storm on Valentine’s Day not mentioned; 
committee invited to submit additional data for any events not mentioned. 

• Structures in 100-year floodplain (slide 86) looks high; later determined that HAZUS was run for all 
structures even if only parcel was in 100-year floodplain. Question about whether model was run with 
County’s floodplain layer, as well.  (Additional coordination with Wood and County is required.) 

• After Radon briefing, one committee member raised questions about whether this hazard was 
appropriate for the hazard mitigation plan.  Additional coordination with Steering Committee is ongoing. 

• Anne Witt recommended keeping landslide as a separate hazard; she’ll provide additional data 
• Discussion regarding whether Thunderstorms/Lightning is a hazard that should remain in the plan. 
• Committee discussed having a Wind Hazard that includes Tropical Storms, Derechos and Nor’easters.  

Plan will be revised accordingly. 
• Poll taken regarding how community leaders and other stakeholders would choose to spend mitigation 

money: 
 
1. On which hazard would you advise your community leaders to spend your $1,000,000?  Flooding – 17; Coastal/Shoreline Erosion – 2; 
Pandemic Flu – 2; Drought/Extreme Heat – 1; Tropical Storms – 1 
2. On which hazards would you advise your community leaders spend the next $500,000?  (choose up to two)   
Winter Weather 
Flooding;Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes 
Flooding;Winter Weather 
Flooding 
Drought & Extreme Heat 
Tropical Storms;Tornadoes 
Flooding;Tropical Storms 
Tropical Storms 
Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes 
Flooding;Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes 
Tropical Storms;Winter Weather 



Tropical Storms;Tornadoes 
Tornadoes;Earthquakes and Radon 
Flooding;Tropical Storms 
Tropical Storms;Wildfire 
Flooding;Tropical Storms 
Tropical Storms;Tornadoes 
Winter Weather;Drought & Extreme Heat 
Flooding;Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes 
Tropical Storms 
Tornadoes;Winter Weather 
Winter Weather;Pandemic Flu 
Flooding;Winter Weather 
3. On which hazards would you advise your community leaders spend the next $100,000?  (choose up to four) 
Tornadoes 
Winter Weather;Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes 
Flooding;Tropical Storms;Winter Weather;Drought & Extreme Heat 
Flooding 
Winter Weather 
Pandemic Flu 
Flooding;Tropical Storms;Thunderstorms 
Thunderstorms 
Winter Weather 
Tropical Storms;Thunderstorms;Winter Weather;Drought & Extreme Heat 
Tornadoes;Thunderstorms;Drought & Extreme Heat;Wildfire 
Pandemic Flu 
Flooding 
Flooding;Tropical Storms;Thunderstorms;Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes 
Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes;Earthquake & Radon;Pandemic Flu 
Winter Weather 
Flooding;Winter Weather;Coastal/Shoreline Erosion, Sinkholes;Pandemic Flu 
Drought & Extreme Heat;Pandemic Flu 
Tornadoes;Thunderstorms;Winter Weather;Drought & Extreme Heat 
Tornadoes;Winter Weather;Drought & Extreme Heat 
Thunderstorms 
Tropical Storms;Tornadoes;Winter Weather;Pandemic Flu 
Flooding;Tornadoes;Winter Weather;Earthquake & Radon 
 
ATTENDEES 
Sarah Stewart, PlanRVA 
Kathryn and Michael Tolliver - Red Cross Capital region 
Kate Hale, New Kent County Emergency Management 
Jeremey Falkenau - Virginia Department of Forestry 
Katie Moody, PlanRVA 
Jay Ruffa, Crater PDC 
John Fitzgerald - Fire Chief Richmond International Airport 
Reid Foster Sussex County 
Jim Kaste, William & Mary 
John Woodburn Goochland County 
Beverly Walkup, Sussex County 
John Hisghman VA Dept of Forestry 
Troy Aronhalt with the Ashland Police Department 
Chris Ward - Senior Planner, Hopewell 
Ron Svejkovsky, Tri-Cities Area MPO 
David Stroud - Wood 
Mike Flagg, Director of Public Works, Hanover County Email: jmflagg@hanovercounty.gov 
Mark Killgore DCR Dam Safety 
Richard Douglas, Sussex County Administrator  
Anne Witt, Geohazards Geologist, VA Dept of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
Amanda Weaver, VDEM Region 1 



Angela Davis, DCR Floodplain Management 
Tim Graves, Planner, Prince George County 
Alanna Ostrowski - Virginia Department of Forestry 
Christopher A. Workman from Chesterfield County 
Darryl E. Walker, City of Petersburg, VA 
Reginald Tabor, City of Petersburg Director of Planning and Community Development 
Michael Poarch, Sussex County 
Jessica Robison, Chesterfield Emergency Management 
Dana Adkins - Environmental Director, Chickahominy Indian Tribe 
Paul Drumwright, Goochland County 
Steven Herring, Chesterfield Emergency Management 
Rebekah Cazares, PlanRVA 
Surani Olsen, City of Richmond 
Bill Lawson - City of Richmond Emergency Management 
Jeff Stoke, Deputy County Administrator, Prince George County 
Donald Hunter E M Prince George 
Kristin Owen, Henrico County, Floodplain & Dam Safety Manager 
Warren Taylor, Natural Resources Manager, Pamunkey Indian Tribe 
Darshan Parikh, Chesterfield Emergency Management 
Tevya W. Griffin, Director of Development City of Hopewell 
Leigh Chapman, Salter’s Creek Consulting, Inc. 
 
INVITEES 
Email invitations were issued to each of the individuals shown on the following email invite dated 6/4/21, with 
followup on 6/11/21.  In addition, each primary contact for the communities forwarded the message and made 
additional phone calls to their staff and interested persons. 
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