Opening Statement for Electronic Meetings

Due to the 2020 COVID-19 virus, meetings of the Richmond Regional Transportation Planning
Organization were transitioned to a virtual format in accordance with provisions of Virginia
Code § 2.2-3708.2 and related legislation approved by the General Assembly of Virginia during
the period of the Governor’s State of Emergency Declaration for COVID. The opportunity for
public bodies to continue functioning in a virtual format has been extended and meetings of
the Richmond Regional Planning District Commissions will continue to be held in a virtual
format as authorized by Va. Code § 15.2-1413 from June 30, 2021 to December 31, 2021. This
meeting will be held through electronic communication means pursuant to and in
compliance with Ordinance No. 2020-093, adopted April 9, 2020, as most recently amended by
Ordinance No. 2021-181, adopted June 28, 2021 (Richmond City Council Action).
While we meet in a remote/virtual format, we remain committed to public accessibility and
opportunity to participate. Staff provided notice of this meeting to members and the public,
including instructions for accessing the meeting and materials, through electronic posting on
the PlanRVA website and email distribution of notice to members, alternates, and known
interested parties, including the media.
This meeting will be recorded. Audio and visual recordings of the meeting and materials will
be posted and accessible on the PlanRVA website.
Any member of the public participating as an observer during the meeting today may submit
comments or questions at any time prior to or during the meeting via email at
rrtpoinput@PlanRVA.org. All comments and questions submitted at this time will be reviewed
following the meeting and to the extent practical, responses will be provided or posted on the
PlanRVA website.
We ask that members identify themselves first when speaking so we can more accurately
record the activities of the meeting. All lines should be muted to minimize additional noise and
feedback. You may unmute your line at any time to request acknowledgement from the Chair.
Please let us know if you have any questions regarding the process for assuring effective
facilitation of this meeting or for how members of the public may participate.
By providing this statement, staff certifies that we have followed the approved procedures for
appropriate notice of this meeting and the means by which we are convening.
Please indicate your presence by saying “HERE” when your name is called during a roll call.
Anyone who wishes to identify themselves following the roll call of members will be invited to
do so.
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