
 

DRPT Agency Update – November 2026 
 
FY2028 Grant Application Cycle 
DRPT will begin accepting applications for rail, transit, and commuter assistance grants 
for the Fiscal Year 2028 at 12:01 A.M. on Tuesday, December 1, 2026. The annual 
grant application period runs through Monday, February 1, 2027. Funds for rail, transit, 
human services transportation, and commuter assistance are available from multiple 
state and federal sources to support public transit services, human service 
transportation, planning, transportation demand management, and rail programs in 
Virginia. Current Application Guidance for transit grants, including eligible project 
categories, is available in the latest version of DRPT's Blue Book and the 5310 
Guidebook for Human Services Transportation.  
  
DRPT's public transportation staff will host Fiscal Year 2028 grant application 
workshops for their partners. Participants will have the opportunity to interact with 
DRPT's public transportation programming and planning experts regarding the latest 
information on the FY28 application cycle, including technical assistance and 
application guidance for all public transportation programs administered by DRPT. All 
applicants are strongly encouraged to attend these webinars.  
  
Workshop Schedule:   

1. November 16th at 10 AM: 5310/Human Services Transportation New 
Applicant Grant Workshop  Register Here!  

2. November 17th at 10 AM: Transit Program Grant Workshop  Register Here!  
3. November 18th at 10 AM: Commuter Assistance Program Grant Workshop  

Register Here!  
4. November 19th at 10 AM: 5310/Human Services Transportation Returning 

Applicant Grant Workshop  Register Here!  
  
Prospective rail partners should contact DRPT's rail program managers for further 
assistance.  
  
Once the application period closes, DRPT will evaluate all submissions and submit 
recommended project funding to the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) for the 
Draft FY28 Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP). A series of statewide public 
hearings will then be held before the CTB considers the final adoption of the FY28 SYIP 
next June. 
 
Statewide Rail Plan 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) invites you to take 
the second phase of the 2026 Statewide Rail Plan Survey and share your priorities for 
passenger and freight rail. 
  
Whether you ride the train, rely on rail to move goods, or want better connections for 
your community, we want to hear from you. The survey takes 5-10 minutes and asks 
which strategies Virginia should prioritize to improve passenger and freight rail service. 
  
Link to the Survey 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fdrpt.virginia.gov%252Four-grant-programs%252Fmerit%252F%2F1%2F0101019a3aad1d56-cf57c360-caf1-469d-bdcc-cc7eeed72232-000000%2FAU-FcRGd51pmu3XPF2HFUsau-ZFqPisB_rijQ7mDa24=429/1/010101a15966d9c0-b4314e1d-4116-4207-8038-73e81118546d-000000/S2z0giAIuV4YZUnLB5VK5pH-G0ldLhdOumymTf91R5Q=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Fattachments%252FVADRPT%252F2025%252F10%252F21%252Ffile_attachments%252F3429923%252FFY27%2525205310%252520Grant%252520Application%252520Guidance%252520and%252520Grant%252520Management%252520Procedures.pdf%2F1%2F0101019a3aad1d56-cf57c360-caf1-469d-bdcc-cc7eeed72232-000000%2FmAvlTBCfbpDM8nNt5MN6AGgV5N1btg9sYIIudScCFqQ=429/1/010101a15966d9c0-b4314e1d-4116-4207-8038-73e81118546d-000000/dKcy09Z1B095TYsBIUmJqonfZTYkG-JsnW8nGg17vEQ=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Fattachments%252FVADRPT%252F2025%252F10%252F21%252Ffile_attachments%252F3429923%252FFY27%2525205310%252520Grant%252520Application%252520Guidance%252520and%252520Grant%252520Management%252520Procedures.pdf%2F1%2F0101019a3aad1d56-cf57c360-caf1-469d-bdcc-cc7eeed72232-000000%2FmAvlTBCfbpDM8nNt5MN6AGgV5N1btg9sYIIudScCFqQ=429/1/010101a15966d9c0-b4314e1d-4116-4207-8038-73e81118546d-000000/dKcy09Z1B095TYsBIUmJqonfZTYkG-JsnW8nGg17vEQ=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Fd9c60369-d157-41e8-83de-5f2754f6a28f@620ae5a9-4ec1-4fa0-8641-5d9f386c7309/1/010101a15966d9c0-b4314e1d-4116-4207-8038-73e81118546d-000000/YWs3BP57PFGuJ6BNqwDer_w6ioRTeEphS3GSxbQmru0=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Fd94c8160-9d37-4aff-9bed-098a83c42365@620ae5a9-4ec1-4fa0-8641-5d9f386c7309/1/010101a15966d9c0-b4314e1d-4116-4207-8038-73e81118546d-000000/6mXDSnzx4R8xWSzsLJjqyJeFtio80N97lHFmGitH4z4=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F9de6bfcb-04b6-4c5b-b4e8-db594d9130d4@620ae5a9-4ec1-4fa0-8641-5d9f386c7309/1/010101a15966d9c0-b4314e1d-4116-4207-8038-73e81118546d-000000/HkDy_1xRJq2kB0nEcAcvc_esxBtzyvzgpX3ox1fFzzo=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F827384a3-bc1d-4ca5-8f34-f2ba990f359f@620ae5a9-4ec1-4fa0-8641-5d9f386c7309/1/010101a15966d9c0-b4314e1d-4116-4207-8038-73e81118546d-000000/z9xZTUJd2MaInmawWeG-Q_k75KSA0PHuTfWHogcdVC0=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fvirginia.az1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_5vih7iWENoCPFB4%3FQ_CHL=qr/1/010101a13f8bb0e1-0586b111-39f1-48aa-ba3a-4de0f32f9865-000000/svHKDyKSoGNvMmGezpz7eJAPr7E9YRygRKzePKgmNnE=452


 

  
As a thank-you for participating, you can choose to enter a drawing for two roundtrip 
Amtrak Northeast Regional tickets. 
  
The survey is open through early November. Your feedback will build on what we heard 
during the first survey in March and subsequent public and stakeholder meetings, 
helping guide rail priorities and investment decisions across the Commonwealth. 
  
DRPT updates the Statewide Rail Plan every four years. The final 2026 plan is 
expected in early 2027. 
   
Learn more about the Statewide Rail Plan here. 
 
Group TAM Plan 
The draft TAM plan was released July 1st and accepted comments until July 31st.  
The final plan was released in mid-August with communication from DRPT to relevant 
MPOs for incorporation into TIPs/CLRPs. DRPT hosted a webinar on August 25th, and 
the recorded webinar can be viewed here. 
 
The TAM plan was adopted on September 30th and MPOs have an 180-day deadline for 
MPO performance target language on March 29th, 2027. 
 
Comments, Questions, and concerns can be directed to your DRPT planner or Grace 
Stankus – Grace.Stankus@drpt.virginia.gov  
 
Statewide TOD Study 
The General Assembly has directed DRPT and DHCD to conduct a statewide review to 
plan, promote, and identify barriers and opportunities for transit-oriented development 
around existing and proposed transit and rail stations. The review will also investigate 
barriers to housing production and the potential for economic development. 
 
The study will be submitted to General Assembly by Dec. 15, 2026, with Phase 2 
scheduled to begin in early 2027. 
 
Director’s Update to CTB – October 
The most recent DRPT Report to the CTB featured Jaunt turning 50, FXBGO! Turning 
30, Commuter Choice is turning 10! Check it out here. 
 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fstudies-and-reports%2Fvirginia-statewide-rail-plan%2F/1/010101a13f8bb0e1-0586b111-39f1-48aa-ba3a-4de0f32f9865-000000/Irl-5P6pyGU-rjhc-L9zIDcf5_JeRDPOptLiPUPW5sc=452
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4qzi_tz6FE
mailto:Grace.Stankus@drpt.virginia.gov
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FVADRPT%2F2026%2F10%2F28%2Ffile_attachments%2F3834604%2FOctober%25202026%2520Director%2527s%2520Report.pdf/2/010101a1833ece28-7baf03d7-19d9-4e0c-a5cf-7a320284516d-000000/Y0x6ifVbYsIjX-sbf1aehm260hu9Jd8Q3PkFl9aAXIg=452
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