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Purpose of Study
The Chickahominy River Recreational Access Study is intended to provide the
foundation for efforts to preserve existing access to the river by canoeists, kayakers,
anglers, and bird watchers, as well as to investigate the potential addition of future public
access sites to create a designated water trail on the river. This report is intended for use
by government agencies, non-profits, and anyone interested in planning and promoting
public access along this unique river in the counties of Charles City, Hanover, Henrico,
and New Kent and the City of Richmond. By focusing at the watershed and river
corridor level and by thinking beyond political divisions such as city, town, and county,
the study concludes with recommendations for steps to take to improve recreational
access for this shared natural resource.

Introduction
This study was developed over the course of three months, from June 2007 to August
2007, as a special project for the Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program. The
Richmond Regional Planning District Commission (RRPDC) staff worked with a
committee of representatives from counties within the watershed to develop this
document. In February, staff also participated in a planning meeting of the James River
Association, which has a grant to develop a water trail with historic interpretation. (Note:
A portion of James City County, which has several facilities included in this study, is
within the watershed, but is part of the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission.)
Figure 1. Kayakers on the Chickahominy River near Route 5 and Chickahominy Riverfront Park
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This study is broken into four sections and appendices with resource information and
existing conditions data. The first section examines the Chickahominy River watershed
as a whole including its nature, historical resources, recreation, and tourism. The second
section describes the existing and potential access sites to the water by canoeists and
kayakers along the river and its main tributaries, and includes a summary of important
factors for recreational users and planners, including site development issues. The third
section looks at what types of planning has been done to provide recreational access on
the Chickahominy River and in the area. The fourth section provides suggestions to
persons, interested groups, and local governments who are interested in developing
blueways and increased access to the water.
As a recreational resource for fishing, boating, and related nature recreation, the
Chickahominy River has potential for enhancements that could provide additional
benefits to the region. The river is within easy driving distance of large population
centers, making the area’s recreational opportunities accessible to thousands of people.

What is a blueway? A blueway is a water feature or water trail corridor which can
serve potentially multiple benefits, including active or passive recreational use,
wildlife habitat, and natural heritage resource protection. The terms “blueway” and
“water trail” are used interchangeably in this study. Blueways are comparable to
land-based trails as they both have routes with beginning and ending access points
with various points of interest along the way. They can be for day use and/or
overnight with camping sites for the non-motorized boating public. These waterbased trails can be established with features and facilities that make their use more
enjoyable for residents and visitors, including signage, maps with routes and travel
times, various amenities, and safety systems.
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Nature, History, Recreation, and Tourism in the
Chickahominy River Watershed
This first section of the study describes the entire watershed in terms of its location,
ecological significance, historical and cultural resources including historical landmarks,
and local recreation and tourism in the area.

Location of the Chickahominy River Watershed
The Chickahominy River and its tributaries are situated in east-central Virginia and flow
through seven jurisdictions including: the Town of Ashland, the City of Richmond, and
Henrico, Hanover, New Kent, Charles City, and James City counties. The river, shown
on Map 1, serves as a major boundary line for each of the five counties. The river flows
into the James River and is part of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
The Chickahominy River watershed covers 470 square miles or roughly 300,000 acres.
The river’s drainage basin begins northwest of Richmond and the first nine miles of the
Chickahominy River flows through the eastern Piedmont becoming a Coastal Plain
stream near Mechanicsville. This upper third of the watershed contains more residential
development than the middle and lower portions of the river. Southeast of Providence
Forge in New Kent County, the Chickahominy River becomes a lake. The 1,200-acre
Chickahominy Lake is held by a low dam, Walker’s Dam, shown in Figure 2. The lake
supplies drinking water for Newport News Water Works. Little Creek and Diascund
Creek are also impounded nearby for Newport News Water Works. Below Walker's
Dam, the Chickahominy becomes tidal and flows south through marsh lands and finally
empties into the James River. A third tributary, Morris Creek, joins the river by the
Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area (CWMA) not far from the James River.
Figure 2. View of Walker’s Dam with New Kent County on the left of the dam and Charles
City County on the right side. (Photograph provided by Charles City County.)
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The watershed is criss-crossed by several major highways and roads. Interstates 64 and
295, US Route 60 (Pocahontas Trail), US Route 33, and Route 5 cross generally westeast. Major north-south roads that provide access to the river and its tributaries include
Interstate 95, US Route 301, US Route 360 (Mechanicsville Turnpike), Route 156, Route
106, Route 155, and Route 623.

Natural Capital
The Chickahominy River watershed is rich in biodiversity. The plants and wildlife,
which attract anglers, hunters, and bird lovers, live within a fragile ecosystem and include
many rare, endangered, and threatened species. Recreational access to the river and its
tributaries must be planned carefully in order to conserve such a unique resource. The
plants, wildlife, wetlands, and types of natural communities within the watershed are
briefly described in this section.
Wetlands and Natural Community Types
Approximately 4,000 acres of wetlands
are located within the Chickahominy
River watershed. Wetland areas are
seasonally or perennially wet due to
replenishment
of
water
from
a
groundwater source or the pooling of
water during the change in seasons.
General wetland types are briefly
described in Figure 3. (See Map 2 for the
location of the river’s wetland areas.)

Figure 3. Wetland Types
Estuarine Wetlands - tidal wetlands in lowwave-energy environments where the salinity
of the water is greater than 0.5 part per
thousand and is variable owing to
evaporation and the mixing of seawater and
freshwater; includes tidal wetlands of coastal
rivers and embayments, salty tidal marshes,
mangrove swamps, and tidal flats.
Lacustrine wetlands - wetlands within a lake
or reservoir greater than 20 acres or within a
lake or reservoir less than 20 acres if the
water is greater than 2 meters deep in the
deepest part of the basin; ocean-derived
salinity is less than 0.5 part per thousand.

Several natural communities within the
Chickahominy River watershed make up
distinctive habitats which are rare in
Virginia.
According to the Natural
Heritage Division of the Virginia Palustrine wetlands - freshwater wetlands
Department
of
Conservation
and including open water bodies of less than 20
Recreation
(DCR),
these
natural acres in which water is less than 2 meters
communities include tidal freshwater deep; includes marshes, wet meadows, fens,
marshes, Coastal Plain depression playas, potholes, pocosins, bogs, swamps,
and shallow ponds; most wetlands are in the
wetlands, tidal bald cypress forest Palustrine system.
wetlands, a fluvial terrace woodland, and
Coastal Plain/Piedmont acidic seepage Source: USGS, National Water Summary on
swamps. The Natural Heritage Division Wetland Resources, Glossary, 1998
of DCR also provides a GIS analysis for
identifying, prioritizing, and linking natural habitats in Virginia through its Virginia
Conservation Land Needs Assessment (VCLNA).
Mapped areas show natural,
unfragmented lands, “cores,” natural landscape blocks, and others with relatively little
human disturbance. The lower Chickahominy River watershed in the tidal zone has areas
of significance as natural cores, clusters, corridors, or landscape blocks. (For more
information see links to the DCR web site in Appendix A: Resources.)
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Plants and Wildlife
The forested portions in the upper and middle watershed above Walker’s Dam contain
red maples, tupelos, black gums, green ashes, and overcup oaks. As the river approaches
Chickahominy Lake, the trees become more dispersed and bald cypress and tupelo trees
are abundant. In the lower watershed area, the vegetation along the widening river and
marshy tidal creeks consists of button bushes, alders and yellow irises. Aquatic
vegetation includes vibrant beds of yellow pond lily and pickerelweed. The vegetation in
these tidal sections is marked by wild rice, cattails and big cordgrass.
Figure 4: Tidal wetland (Photograph provided by Charles City County)

The abundance of wildlife in the undeveloped areas of the watershed is well known.
Mammals such as white-tailed deer, muskrats, otters, beavers, minks, and raccoons live
along the banks of the river. For bird watchers, wild turkeys, wood ducks, great horned
owls, red-tailed hawks, and pileated woodpeckers are found. Seasonal birds include
mallards, black ducks, prothonotary warblers, wood thrushes, scarlet tanagers, and
yellow-billed cuckoos. Populations of great blue herons, ospreys, snowy egrets,
kingfishers, and bald eagles inhabit Chickahominy Lake. Aquatic life includes fresh
water mussels, fiddler crabs, snakes, eastern mud turtles, and rare reptiles and
amphibians. For anglers, chain pickerel, bowfin, yellow perch, channel catfish, long-nose
gar, blue catfish, and largemouth bass are often abundant.
Rare, threatened, and endangered species are plants and animals identified as species of
special concern and measures of protection are needed. The Division of Natural Heritage
within the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation maintains a database of
information on rare and endangered species. Map 2 shows the general locations of the
habitats of rare and endangered species within the Chickahominy River watershed.
These habitats amount to 19,574 acres of the watershed. The small whorled pogonia, the
sensitive joint vetch, and the bald eagle (recently removed from the Federal List of
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, but protected as a State Threatened Species under
Virginia law) are among the more than a dozen species of state and/or federal concern.
Ensuring the vitality and survival of these species depends on conserving land and
protecting their fragile environments.
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Historical and Cultural Resources
Historical and cultural resources in the Chickhominy River watershed are also diverse
and abundant. They are described briefly in the following sections. Increasing the
public’s access to the river will provide additional opportunities to present information to
the public about the historical, cultural, and natural aspects of the area.
The Chickahominy River is named after the Native American people who have lived in
the region for hundreds of years. The name Chickahominy translates to "coarse ground
corn people." The Chickahominy people lived in the area prior to the establishment of the
English settlement at Jamestown. Members of the Chickahominy tribe were among those
who captured Captain John Smith of Jamestown as he explored the land along the
Chickahominy River.
The river was also instrumental
during the Civil War, as its
swamps influenced the tactics,
placement, and movement of
both
the
Union
and
Confederate
army
troops.
Figure 5 shows a sketch from
that historical period. Earth
mounds and trenches constructed
in the watershed during the battles
of Seven Pines and Cold Harbor
still
exist
today
along
Chickahominy Bluffs and Gaines
Mill.

Figure 5. The Army of the Potomac with Captain
Porter’s Massachusetts Battery shelling the Rebels
across the swollen Chickahominy River. (Harper’s
Weekly, June 21, 1862)

Historic Landmarks and Markers
Historic properties and landmarks
are located throughout the watershed
and are often close to the
Chickahominy River. These sites,
including Civil War battlefields,
historic homes, and museums, draw
thousands of local and distant
visitors each year. Dozens of state
and county historic markers (such as
the one shown here in Figure 6)
promote awareness of historic events
and of resources of local and
national significance.

Figure 6.
Historical marker,
New Kent County
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Scenic River Designations
The Chickahominy is a picturesque river. Residents and visitors can attest to the
enjoyment of viewing its unique and beautiful scenery. In 1990, a 10.2 mile
section of the Chickahominy Figure 7. Creighton Road Bridge
River, beginning at U.S. Route
360 between Hanover and
Henrico counties and ending at
their shared boundary with
New Kent County above
Bottoms
Bridge,
was
designated as a state Scenic
River by the Virginia Scenic
Rivers Program. The signs
shown in Figure 7 are at one of
the crossings in this section.
The Scenic River designation
establishes official recognition
of the natural, scenic, historic,
and recreational value of the
river and places it among
Virginia’s most valuable river
resources. The downstream sections of the Chickahominy River have been determined to
be “qualified” or “potential” components within the program. (The Scenic River
Program is on the DCR web site under Recreational Planning. The web site and many
others are included under the resources section in Appendix A.)
The Virginia Capital Trail
The Virginia Capital Trail is a planned pedestrian and bicycle trail that will connect the
Commonwealth’s former capital cities of Jamestown and Williamsburg to the present
capital of Richmond along the scenic Route 5 corridor. On May 1, 2007 the
Chickahominy section of the trail in James City
County opened to the public; it is four and a half
miles long, from Jamestown High School to the
Chickahominy Riverfront Park. When it is
completed, the trail will traverse over 50 miles
and pass through five jurisdictions.
Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail
Birding and wildlife viewing are among the most popular forms of recreation in the
United States. The Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail created by the Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) enables users to locate habitats and enjoy the area’s
wildlife in their natural environment. The trail’s Richmond and Plantation loops have
several stops within the Chickahominy watershed. Linking these points of interest to the
Chickahominy River presents tourists with excellent recreational and educational
opportunities. (For more information on the Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail visit the
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries’ web site listed in Appendix A.)
9
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Public Lands in the Chickahominy River Watershed
Hiking and exploring in the watershed are also possible at several local parks, state lands,
and national battlefield parks. Visitors can leave their water crafts behind to explore
many natural areas. In Figure 8, the names of parks that are withing the watershed and
that provide opportunities for nature study are listed by the jurisdiction in which they are
located.
These areas provide many outstanding settings for birding and for learning about the
ecology of the watershed. Parks such as Vawter Street Park in Henrico County contain
trails and a boardwalk with winter time views of a great blue heron rookery.
Additionally, many of the watershed’s public spaces provide a way to explore the
region’s history and learn about the role of the river during the Civil War. The National
Park Service’s Richmond National Battlefield Park, headquartered in the City of
Richmond, includes several sites within the Chickahominy River watershed such as Cold
Harbor, Gaines Mill, and Chickahominy Bluffs with areas for strolling and birding.
Other public lands within the watershed
feature cultural and historic sites that
have excellent opportunities for
environmental and nature education.
Links to local parks’ department web
sites and state agencies are in Appendix
A at the end of the document under
Local Links to Parks and Recreation and
Public Recreational Facilities.

Figure 8: Public lands in the Chickahominy
River watershed
Charles City County • Mt. Zion Park •
Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area
Hanover County • Mechanicsville Park
(proposed) • Black Creek Park (proposed) •
Cold Harbor Battlefield Park • Gaines Mill
Battlefield Park
Henrico County • Three Lakes Park • Vawter
Street Park • Chickahominy Bluffs National
Battlefield Park • Meadowview Park
(undeveloped)
James City County • Chickahominy Riverfront
Park
New Kent County • Diascund Lake property
(undeveloped) • Crawfords State Forest
City of Richmond • Bryan Park
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Tourism and Recreation
Outdoor recreation in a unique setting is the Table 1. 2006 Area Population Estimates
main attraction of the Chickahominy River.
The following section outlines the connections River’s Adjacent City &
Population
2006
among tourism, ecotourism, and blueways. Counties
Along the Chickahominy River corridor, there Charles City County
7,221
are opportunities for localities or groups to
Hanover County
98,983
launch ecotourism programs.
Henrico County

Almost 1.5 million people live within an hour’s
drive of the Chickahominy River (see Table 1).
In addition, millions of people visit nearby
Williamsburg and Jamestown every year; the
colonial history and theme park attractions of
the area east of the Chickahominy River are part
of the reason that Virginia is a top U.S. tourist
destination.
The Chickahominy River’s
location and its natural, cultural, and historic
resources can provide an excellent opportunity
for those in search of leisure time activities. For
travelers, the river is also in proximity to
picturesque state parks, historic attractions, and
heritage trails which are available year-round.
In addition to the thousands of people who
already fish and hunt on the Chickahominy
River, the fast-growing ecotourism market
remains a largely untapped sector of the tourism
industry for the area. Ecotourism is defined as
travel to destinations where the flora, fauna, and
cultural heritage are the primary attractions.
Principles of ecotourism include minimizing
impacts of tourism, building environmental
knowledge, and increasing cultural knowledge
and awareness.
Ecotourism can produce
economic benefits for communities in rural
areas. Similarly, sustainable tourism is an
industry which attempts to make a low impact
on the environment and local culture, while
helping to generate income, employment, and
the conservation of local ecosystems.

284,399

James City County

59,741

New Kent County

16,852

Richmond (City)

192,913
Subtotal

660,109

Other Nearby Cities &
Counties
Chesterfield County

296,718

Colonial Heights (City)

17,676

Dinwiddie County

25,695

Emporia (City)

5,625

Goochland County

20,085

Greensville County

11,006

Hopewell (City)

22,731

King William County

15,381

Newport News (City)

178,281

Petersburg (City)

32,445

Powhatan County

27,649

Prince George County

36,184

Surry County

7,119

Sussex County

12,249

Williamsburg (City)

11,793

York County

61,879
Subtotal

782,516

Total Population

1,442,625

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

A good model for these types of ecotourism programs is the water trail of the Virginia
Seaside Heritage Program on the Eastern Shore; it includes an eco-tour guide certification
program. See the links in Appendix A for more information about this Coastal Zone
Management Program sponsored model as well as other programs.
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Access Points on the Chickahominy River and its Major
Tributaries
The following pages contain an assessment of conditions related to boating access on the
Chickahominy River and its tributaries for small boats such as kayaks and canoes. After
an overview and a map with site locations (Map 3), the river is described by its access
within three sections. A list of hazards and challenges concludes this section.

Access Points Overview
RRPDC staff visited twenty-one different sites along the Chickahominy River and its
major creeks. Staff used the Chickahominy Watershed Guide Map printed and
distributed by the Chickahominy Watershed Alliance in 1998 as a reference for the
various access points in the watershed. The sites were photographed and documented; a
brief description of each site along the river can be found in Appendix B. Map 3 shows
the location of each site which is color coded to indicate what type it is. The types are:
•

•
•

Informal access points – nine small areas, typically located near bridge crossings
with no amenities and rugged non-motorized boat put-ins. Trails and pathways
leading down to the drop-in areas are undeveloped at these sites. Parking is not
available at most of the sites; anglers and boaters generally leave vehicles next to
the road in the right-of-way.
Commercial access points – seven sites available for motorboat launches;
canoeists and kayakers put-in from a boat ramp. Fees for launching and/or
parking are charged.
Public access points – five publicly-owned and designed for use by the public for
launching boats.

Figure 9. Diascund Creek at Route 60 between New Kent and
James City counties
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The site descriptions in
Appendix B include
the presence of parking
facilities,
restrooms,
restaurants, and boat
ramps. The descriptions
begin at Mile 61.4 at the
Creighton Road Crossing
and end at Chickahominy
Riverfront Park. They
also include sites on
Diascund and Morris
creeks including the
informal put-in shown
in Figure 9. The
measurements are very
approximate.

360

HANOVER

1

2

156

295

13

Commercial

Primary Road

Waterbody

US Highway

Stream

Jurisdictional Boundary

NEW KENT

PAMUN K E

Chickahominy River Sub-watershed

Y RI V E R

33

4

HENRICO

Recreational Access Site Name

Creighton Road Crossing
Rt 156 Road Crossing
Bottoms Bridge
156
Long Bridge
Crawfords State Forest
Rt 155 Road Crossing
New Kent Forestry Center
Eagle's Landing
Ed Allen's Campground
Rockahock Campground
Riverside Camp
Colonial Harbor Marina
Diascund Reservoir
John Vernon Taylor Bridge
River's
Rest Motel & Marina
1
Chickahominy Haven
Brickyard Landing
301
River Landing CWMA
Rt 623 Road Crossing, Morris Creek
Morris Creek Landing
Chickahominy Riverfront Park

YO

64

5
CH

IC

KA
HO

106

7

6
60

MIN

Y

8 9

10

12
11

R IV E R

CHARLES CITY
5

15

18
19

K

R

IV

ER

13

14
16

155

R

17

JAMES
CITY
21

20

5

JAMES RIVER

0

1.5

3

6

9

12
Miles

Prepared by: Richmond Regional PDC, 2007
Sources: Richmond Regional PDC
US Census, 2000
Virginia Department of Transportation, 2005
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, 2005

Map 3

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17460
18
19
20
21

Chickahominy River

3

60

Site No

US Interstate

249

95

895

Informal
Public

1

RICHMOND
CITY

Access Points Chickahominy River

Chickahominy River Recreational Access Study
Richmond Regional Planning District Commission

Descriptions of Access Points along the Middle and Lower
Chickahominy
Potential boat access begins in the river’s middle watershed area and ends approximately
59 river miles later near the confluence at the James River in the lower watershed. The
potentially boatable section can be divided into roughly three segments 1) the swamp –
the river as it flows between Henrico and Hanover counties and between New Kent and
Charles City counties, 2) Chickahominy Lake – the reservoir behind Walker’s Dam
between Charles City and New Kent counties, and 3) the tidal section of the river with its
many tidal creeks in New Kent, Charles City, and James City counties.
All three segments have access points that vary in type, conditions for paddlers,
amenities, and overall conditions. The following discussion gives a brief overview of the
potentially navigable sections of the river.
The Swamp – Creighton Road to Route 155 – Mile 61.4 to Mile 33.2
The river access points from Creighton Road between Hanover and Henrico counties to
Route 155 between Charles City and New Kent counties are generally near bridge
crossings and are more commonly used by fisherman than by canoeists. In this section,
the narrow sandy-bottomed river meanders through forested wetlands in a wide flood
plain. Due to low water, fallen trees, snakes, and other obstacles, this portion of the river
is not navigable for much of the year. Because of the slow current, an “out and back”
journey could be possible or even preferable starting at one of the put-ins.
In this first section of the river, there are six access points: Creighton Road Crossing,
Route 156 Crossing, Bottoms Bridge, Long Bridge, Crawfords State Forest and Route
155 Crossing. All of the sites in this section of the river are informal ones; they lack
amenities for visitors such as
Figure 10. Long Bridge between Charles City and New
secure parking, restroom facilities,
Kent counties
telephones, and trash receptacles.
Because of fallen trees and the
narrow channel, kayaks would not
be appropriate. Of these informal
access points, some parking does
exist near the Route 156 Crossing
on the Henrico County side of the
river and at Long Bridge (Route
106) on the Charles City side;
these two sites have paved or
gravel areas in the VDOT right-ofway with room for parking. Figure
10 shows a view of the river bank
from the bridge at Long Bridge.
Crawfords State Forest further
down river is public land, but due
to the distance from Route 60 where the entrance is gated to the river, it is not practical to
launch a boat there.
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The Lake – Route 155 to Ed Allen's Boats and Bait – Mile 33.2 to Mile 24.0
Chickahominy Lake is a drinking water reservoir formed by Walker’s Dam. The lake
extends from Route 155 just south of Providence Forge approximately nine miles east to
the dam. There are one public and two commercial access points in this section: New
Kent Forestry Center, Eagle’s Landing, and Ed Allen’s Boat and Bait, which is located
near Walker’s Dam. Anglers in small motor boats frequent the lake, launching for a fee
at the private boat ramps.
Route 155 has no parking areas, though anglers do pull over to fish. The area is very
close to many amenities in Providence Forge and is located along the path of the future
Courthouse-to-Courthouse Bike Route
Figure 11. Fishing on Chickahominy Lake
which is being planned to follow
Route 155 from Charles City
Courthouse to New Kent Courthouse.
Approximately five miles down the
lake, New Kent Forestry Center,
managed by the Virginia Department
of Forestry, has property on the north
bank, but most of the wetlands
surrounding the property are part of
the Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries’ Game Farm Marsh. This
marsh is only accessible by boat from
launch sites elsewhere. Currently, the
forestry center limits access to its
property from the water and from land; groups obtain special permission from the
center’s staff to launch canoes and kayaks, usually for educational purposes during
weekday business hours.
Parking and boat launching is available (for small fees) three to five miles further down
the lake at Eagle’s Landing and at Ed Allen’s Boat and Bait. In Figure 11, a fisherman is
shown casting from a small motor boat on the lake near Ed Allen’s. These commercial
sites offer visitors many amenities such as restrooms, nearby camping areas, shops, and
restaurants. Use of motorized boats becomes more widespread on this segment of the
Chickahominy.
In April of 2007, a large breech occurred in Walker’s Dam near the boat lock structure
causing the water levels behind the low dam to rise and fall with the tides. The boat lock
structure and dam are closed to fishing. The City of Newport News, the owner, has
budgeted for several million dollars to repair the dam.

The Tidal Chickahominy – Walker’s Dam to Chickahominy Riverfront Park– Mile
23.6 to Mile 2.4 (including Diascund Creek and Morris Creek)
Below Walker’s Dam, the Chickahominy River meanders around several necks and then
widens to a mile or more in places. The main channel of the tidal river runs near marshes
and bluffs as it drains a dozen or so large tidal creeks. For those paddling on the
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Chickahominy, wakes created by these boats can be hazardous. The water level and flow
also begins to fluctuate with the tides in this portion of the river. The shallow areas along
the coast line and in the creeks are more suitable for kayakers and canoeists, although
small boat access to most of the creeks is limited.
In the first 10 miles below the dam, the few launch sites along the river are privatelyowned and operated. They are Rockahock Campground (at the dam), Colonial Harbor
Marina, Riverside Camp, Chickahominy Haven, and River’s Rest Marina. A wide range
of facilities can be found at these sites including major boat repair, restaurants, boat slips,
swimming pools, campgrounds, a large festival venue, and a motel.
Figure 12. View from River Landing at CWMA
in Charles City County

Diascund Creek is a tidal creek that enters
the river near Chickahominy Haven and
extends several miles north to the dam at
Diascund Creek Reservoir. The creek
forms a boundary line between New Kent
and James City counties. There are no
commercial or public access sites in the
tidal portion of Diascund Creek. It has
been included in this study because of the
potential for small boat use on the creek.

The access sites along the last 10 miles of
the Chickahominy River are few, but
public, including Brickyard Landing in
James City County and the Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area’s (CWMA) River
Landing on the Charles City side. In this part of the river, tidal creeks such as Shipyard,
Yarmouth, Blackstump, and others can be explored with less competition from motor
boats. Access to many of these creeks however require long paddles across open water,
as shown in Figure 12.
Figure 13. Chickahominy Riverfront Park boat ramp owned by James City County with Gordon
Creek in the foreground and Chickahominy River in the distance to the left
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Further down stream, Morris Creek along the southern side of the Chickahominy Wildlife
Management Area extends for more than 10 miles inland to Route 623. A boat launch on
the creek is available for use by canoeists and kayakers.
The final access point on the river at the Chickahominy Riverfront Park (Figure 13) is the
only place that provides a range of services and rentals for canoeists and kayakers. A
long loop around Gordon and Nettles creeks is a popular route for energetic paddlers.
Camping is also available, and there is direct access to the Capital Trail from here.

Important Factors for Canoeists and Kayakers
This section lists the challenges of the existing loose network of access sites for canoeists
and kayakers who may be using these now or in the near future.
Swamp
• Limited or no parking areas
• No restrooms
• Potential for trespassing and conflicts between users and owners of private
property near bridges which result in limiting access
• Getting lost in remote swamp areas
• Low water
• Downed trees
• Snakes
• Disturbing wildlife
• Causing erosion
Lake
•
•
•
•

Sharing commercial launch sites with larger boats
New Kent Forestry Center – only open for permitted group boat use
Boats wakes
Less of a wilderness experience

Tidal River and Creeks
• Tides
• Winds
• Distances
• Sharing launch sites with larger boats
• Boats wakes

Site Development Issues for Recreation Planners
At present, the majority of canoers and kayakers must make use of unmarked slopes and
banks for launching boats, and safe, user-friendly access to the river is limited. Boaters
can use the same boat ramps as power boaters, but such use can create conflicts and
safety hazards such as slippery surfaces and shallow slopes which make getting in or out
17
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of boats difficult. Use of the informal access points might seem easier or more convenient
than formal locations; however, some problems with informal access sites include
trespassing on private land, unsafe or inadequate parking, unsafe or inadequate boat
launching facilities, and possible degradation to environmentally sensitive areas.
Improving existing sites or creating new ones to create a blueway network presents many
challenges. Some of these are listed below:
1. Bringing cars and people to the water’s edge requires environmental permits and
other considerations for construction.
2. Budgeting for maintenance of improved boat put-ins is an important consideration.
3. Public lands held by the Virginia Department of Forestry at the New Kent Forestry
Center and Crawfords State Forest are not managed for canoe and kayak boat access
by the public.
4. Current commercial sites along the Chickahominy Lake and River accommodate
paddlers; however, trends in waterfront development show that smaller
establishments are being lost to private developers who turn commercial marinas into
private condominiums with private boat use. The Chickahominy Riverfront Park and
other sites in James City County present examples of a locality buying private
marinas and campgrounds for public use.
Limited user information is available for recreational boaters about trip planning, wildlife
viewing, and the cultural and historical information specific to the Chickahominy River.
There is a need to provide recreational paddlers adequate access facilities, routes, and
information. Destination trips on the Chickahominy are limited because of gaps in access
points. These gaps make linkages to other access sites difficult and less efficient.
Moreover, rivers typically have safety concerns, due to potential water hazards like rocks
and trees located above and below the water’s surface. Currently, information alerting
users to potential water hazards on the Chickahominy is not displayed at access sites or
made available elsewhere. Signage, maps, and brochures can be sources of information to
help paddlers avoid risky areas along the waterway.
If recreational usage by anglers and boaters increases on the Chickahominy River,
demand for more public access sites throughout the corridor will rise. Recreational
facilities for other outdoor activities might also increase the demand for areas with nature
trails and bird and wildlife viewing. Additionally, development along the river in the
form of home building could threaten public access to the Chickahominy and unregulated
housing development along the river could easily disrupt its present beauty and natural
characteristics.
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Planning for Public Access to the Chickahominy River –
Local, State, and National
Comprehensive Plans – Local Governments
Local governments throughout the Chickahominy River watershed have adopted
comprehensive plans and park and recreation plans to help coordinate development in
their jurisdictions and promote the overall visions of the future. All of the comprehensive
plans in the watershed’s counties include goals and objectives to conserve and protect
natural and cultural resources. The plans also include goals to identify potential sites
where recreational river access to the public can be provided. However, in the counties of
Hanover, Henrico, Charles City, New Kent, and in the City of Richmond no known
recreational water access projects are presently being planned for the Chickahominy
River or its tributaries. (See the section Local Comprehensive Plans Online in Appendix
A: Resources for web sites and more information about the plans.)

Virginia Outdoors Plan 2007 Draft – Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR)
The Virginia Outdoors Plan 2007 Draft, prepared by the Commonwealth’s Department
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), provides recommendations related to the
development of blueways and water access in the state. For the Richmond region, the
plan recommends access to the region’s rivers and streams as necessary for meeting
water-related recreational demands. Where opportunities are available, lands should be
acquired or use agreements arranged with private property owners to help meet the
demand for public access, and portages should be created around dams and other river
obstacles. Furthermore, access considerations include navigable rivers (such as the
Chickahominy River) of the state that should be managed as water trails and public
access areas with support facilities developed at appropriate intervals along the major
rivers. Additionally, regional and local governments should work with state agencies to
market water trails through brochures, maps, signage, and the media. The plan also
recommends that local jurisdictions should encourage both private and public landowners
to operate rest stops and boat-in-only campgrounds along water trails at suitable site
locations along Virginia rivers and streams.
The Virginia Outdoors Plan 2007 Draft contains a specific recommendation for the
Chickahominy River calling for a regional park in Charles City County south of
Providence Forge which would complement the Chickahominy River Wildlife
Management Area downstream.

The Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail
The John Smith national historic trail is the first national water trail in the United States.
In commemoration of the 400th anniversary of Smith’s exploration of the Chesapeake
Bay, the trail is made up of a network of sites within the Chesapeake Bay and its
tributaries, including the Chickahominy River. The water trail follows the journeys of
John Smith as he navigated the Bay and its rivers. Currently, many sites along Smith’s
19
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explorations are part of the Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network. The Network provides
grants to develop water trails in and along the rivers and bays that make up the national
trail.
Figure 14: National Park Service Water Trail map.

The Chickahominy River
played a significant role in
John Smith’s explorations.
By developing blueways
along this historic resource,
the
Chesapeake
Bay
Gateways Network can be
linked to the Richmond
region and the history of
John Smith’s travels along
the Chickahominy River
can be provided to visitors.

In 2007, the James River
Association (JRA) received
a grant from the Virginia
Foundation
for
the
Humanities
to
help
establish a land and waterbased route highlighting
historic events along the
navigable portions of the
Chickahominy
River.
RRPDC staff participated
in a stakeholders’ meeting
in February. The JRA is
collaborating with the
Chickahominy Tribe, as
well as the Virginia
Council on Indians, the
Conservation Fund, adjacent counties, and other interested parties, to encourage heritage
tourism along the Chickahominy River, to increase awareness of the river’s natural and
historic resources, and the need to protect them. As of this writing, the project had not
been completed.

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the Chickahominy Watershed
Alliance
In 1997, the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay (ACB), in partnership with the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service formed the Chickahominy Watershed Alliance (CWA).
The CWA completed habitat restoration projects, fostered partnerships with community
groups, and created environmental education programs. In 1998, the CWA published a
watershed guide that identified existing landings, marinas, dams, campgrounds, and sites
of historical interest along the Chickahominy River. The guide includes information on
the river's natural resources, early history, and information about water conditions. In the
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late 1990s, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service created geographic information
system mapping throughout the Chickahominy River watershed. The watershed alliance
was short-lived. RRPDC staff used its watershed guide in research for this study.

Blueways and Water Trails in Central and East Central Virginia
The popularity of recreational paddling is generating interest in water-based trails and
blueways all over the U.S. and in the Richmond and Williamsburg areas as well.
Blueways are designated sections or routes along rivers, streams or across other bodies of
water such as lakes or salt water for recreational canoeing, kayaking and boating
activities. Examples of three area projects (although not within the Chickahominy
watershed) are described below.
The Mattaponi, Pamunkey, and York Water Trails
The Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers Association (MPRA), a non-profit organization
dedicated to the protection of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey rivers, has worked with state
and federal agencies to develop water trails in the York River watershed. The trail
follows the Algonquin Trace, the waterway used by Native American tribes to travel
between villages. A series of kiosks with educational information are being placed at
public boat ramps along the rivers. MPRA is working with Hanover County to install a
kiosk near Hanover Courthouse at a river access point on Route 301. The association’s
web site provides links to tidal charts for the rivers. (The Pamunkey and York rivers run
along the northern county boundaries of Hanover, New Kent, and James City counties.)
Lower Appomattox River Trail
The Friends of the Lower Appomattox River (FOLAR), another non-profit organization,
has developed both greenways and blueways along the Appomattox River which flows
along the southern boundary of Chesterfield County. The Crater Planning District
Commission sponsors FOLAR. In addition to the development of trails and water access
sites, FOLAR has created a river and trail guide to assist interested residents and visitors.
(Localities adjacent to the Lower Appomattox include Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, and
Prince George counties and the cities of Petersburg, Colonial Heights, and Hopewell.)
Figure 15. Volunteers plant trees in flood plain near greenway trail along the
Appomattox River (Courtesy of FOLAR)
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Powhatan Creek Park and Blueway
Powhatan Creek is another tributary in James City County that flows into the lower
James River; the Powhatan Creek watershed is directly east of the Chickahominy River
watershed. The one-acre park next to Jamestown Road (State Route 31) has a “carry-in”
boat launch area; it was developed by James City County with matching grants used to
assist with the cost of site improvements. The park has five small fishing piers,
interpretive materials, and an unpaved parking lot with space for 20 vehicles.
Figure 16: Powhatan Creek launch site and fishing piers

Figure 17: Blueway Signage

In 2002, the county
received authorization from
the
Virginia
Marine
Resources Commission to
install the fishing piers and
the steps/boat slide, shown
in Figure 16, for the
county-owned site.
The
steps/boat slide replaced a
dirt boat ramp. The new
ramp with steps was
specifically designed as a
concrete structure to reduce
the need for continual
maintenance and the stepdown tiered design was
designed to discourage the
use of motorized watercraft
that had been adversely
impacting the shoreline along the water access park.

In 2004, the county received a grant for $51,200 from
the National Park Service’s Chesapeake Gateways
Network program for refurbishing the site (including
the signage shown in Figure 17) as well as funding
assistance from the Coastal Resources Management
program of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). The county’s parks and
recreation department created the concept plan for the
improvements and a local engineering firm was
responsible for the site plan and construction
drawings.
The put-in is located on the blueway which follows
the Powhatan Creek to the James River near
Jamestown Island. James City County has also
recently acquired a private yacht basin downstream.
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Recreational Access Opportunities and
Recommendations
The Chickahominy River is a beautiful and unique recreational resource that can be
enjoyed year-round by outdoor enthusiasts. Creating a river trail can distinguish the river
as a recreational asset and attraction for ecotourism. Key trail features include: designated
access sites as points of entry to the river, a program to maintain open river passage
between the sites, and production of informational materials to facilitate public awareness
and use of blueways. This section of the study recommends several courses of action that
can be taken by governments, advocates, and businesses to improve access to the river
and to create a blueway plan.
Recommendations
1. Improve existing public boating access facilities to increase recreational opportunities.
Upgrades to facilities can include the following:
•

Maintain clean landings so those who participate in recreational activities on river
will be more likely to take part in and return for more trips on the river.

•

Improve access at informal sites including Creighton Road, VA 156 Road
Crossing, Bottoms Bridge, Long Bridge, Route 155 Bridge Crossing, the John
Vernon Taylor Bridge on Diascund Creek, and Route 623 near the pump station
on Morris Creek. Currently, the put-in landings are dirt, mud, and rocky landings.

•

Improve parking facilities around informal public access locations. Pedestrian
safety on the roadsides is needed and signage can be utilized to alert approaching
vehicles to possible parked cars and pedestrians.

•

Develop better amenities and access to the river across public lands including the
New Kent Forestry Center, Crawfords State Forest, and Chickahominy Wildlife
Management Area.

2. Work together to create a blueway plan. Steps for establishing blueways for the
Chickahominy River can include the following, some of which are described on the
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network web site:
•

Establish a core group of stakeholders and build partnerships with individuals and
organizations interested in the project. Create a formal organization from these
individuals to act as an advisory committee to organize, manage, and develop the
blueway network.

•

Identify all stakeholders and groups in the region that would be affected by the
creation of or have an interest in the blueway.

•

Use this document and other feasibility and suitability studies to gather data for a
plan.
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•

Conduct meetings or forums with the public and survey landowners who will be
influenced by a proposed blueway.

•

Locate blueway facilities, which include public access sites to be developed and
maintained as official points of entry, stop-off points, and exit points to the
blueways. Facilities can be classified as boat access, day use for viewing wildlife,
fishing or other related activities, and/or camping.

•

Establish public access sites by acquiring access permission from private
individuals or by purchasing sites by way of land donations, purchases of
easements, or outright purchases of land.

•

Feature various opportunities for exploring the river ranging from beginner
outings that take only a few hours (i.e., from Long Bridge to Route 155 Crossing)
to advanced multi-day canoe/kayak camping routes (Route 155 Crossing to River
Landing in the Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area). Sections of the river
need to be classified to help paddlers identify areas and the skill levels needed.

•

Produce public information and educational materials to facilitate public
awareness and use of the blueway; these can include an official web site and
printed materials such as guidebooks and maps.

•

Place signage at access points with blueway information to provide wayfinding
information, safety guidance, and regulations. Install where feasible related
wayside exhibits that include historical and educational stories and information
related to stop-off points on the blueway.

3. Consider demonstrating the link between lower watershed and upper watershed of the
Chickahominy River in parks and recreation areas by educating residents about their
impact on the river and the Chesapeake Bay. Signage and educational maps and
materials placed in local parks can inform visitors about the native flora and fauna in
the watershed and the historical and cultural significance of the river.
4. Minimize negative impacts that access facilities and recreational users can have on the
river and its natural, cultural and scenic resources by:
•

Evaluating needs, proposed uses, and potential impacts of recreation facilities
before siting and designing them. Issues that should be addressed include
minimizing overuse, noise and pollution, protecting public safety and sensitive
areas, and scenic quality.

•

Designing facilities to encourage compatible recreational uses and discourage
undesirable uses.

•

Designing boating access facilities for carry-in access for small boats. A stepped
canoe and kayak put-in allows easy access for small boats and discourages use by
large ones.
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•

Locating safe, off-road parking areas away from the riverbanks where feasible
with a buffer area between parking areas and the river.

5. Protect and improve water quality and wildlife habitats for recreational enjoyment of
the Chickahominy River.
•

Water quality in the Chickahominy River should consistently meet or exceed state
water quality standards in order to provide for the desired recreational uses of
fishing, swimming, and related water activities.

•

Wildlife habitats of the Chickahominy River corridor should be conserved in
order to support healthy populations of native plants and animals and to provide
for recreational uses such as bird watching, nature viewing and photography,
hunting, and fishing.

6. Funding is available for recreational projects that help create and improve the public's
ability to learn about and enjoy the Chickahominy River and watershed. To assist in
the improvement of existing public access sites, the creation of new public recreational
access facilities and the development of blueway networks, it is recommended that a
database of funding resources and grant opportunities be created (see Appendix A for
more information).
Figure 18: Chickahominy River between Henrico and Hanover counties near Creighton Road
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Funding Resources and Technical Assistance
Gateways Network Grants Program
The Gateways grants are used to aid designated Chesapeake Bay Gateways in
establishing high-quality interpretation, access, or conservation and restoration projects
that further the Bay Gateways Network goals. The grants are available for projects at
designated Gateways that participate in the Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network and help
sites become more effective Gateways to the Chesapeake. Eligible projects include those
that improve access, interpretation, and education along the Captain John Smith
Chesapeake Historic Trail. Projects that advance the development and sustainability of
water trails and promote acceptable stewardship and foster citizen stewardship are
eligible. Rodney Torrez is the local contact for the National Park Service Chesapeake
Bay Gateways Network. More information can be found at:
http://www.baygateways.net/grants.cfm
Land and Water Conservation Fund
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) provides federal funding for park,
wildlife, and open space land acquisition. The state-and-local grant portion of the
program provides up to 50 percent of the cost of a project, with the balance of the funds
paid by states or municipalities. LWCF funds are distributed by formula to all 50 states,
the District of Columbia, and territories. Cities, counties, state
agencies, and school districts are eligible and funding can be used Morris Creek
for outdoor recreation projects. Projects can include acquisition,
renovation, and development and require a 50 percent match. More information can be
found at: http://www.ncrc.nps.gov/lwcf/
National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program
The National Park Service offers technical assistance to community groups and local,
state, and federal government agencies as they work to conserve rivers, preserve open
space, and develop trails and greenways. Ursula Lemanksi is the Rivers and Trails
contact for the Mid-Atlantic States. More information can be found at:
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca/
Virginia Land Conservation Fund
The Virginia Land Conservation Foundation(VLCF) awards grants to state agencies,
including the Virginia Outdoors Foundation and matching grants to other public bodies
and holders for acquiring fee simple title to or other rights, interests, or privileges in real
property for the protection or preservation of ecological, cultural or historical resources,
lands for recreational purposes; lands for threatened or endangered species, fish and
wildlife habitat; natural areas, significant agricultural and forest lands, and open space.
The VLCF manages the Virginia Land Conservation Fund and the Department of
Conservation and Recreation helps administer, manage, and protect VLCF's lands. John
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Davy of the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation serves as a program
contact. More information can be found at:
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/virginia_land_conservation_foundation/index.shtml
Virginia Outdoors Fund
The Department of Conservation and Recreation administers a grant-in-aid program for
acquisition and development of public outdoor recreation areas and facilities. These
grants are for public entities. Towns, cities, counties, regional park authorities, and state
agencies can apply for 50 percent matching fund assistance from the Virginia Outdoors
Fund. The funds are supplied through state general fund appropriations and from federal
apportionment from the Land and Water Conservation Fund for the acquisition and/or
development of outdoor recreation areas. It is a reimbursement program, so applicants
should be able to finance the project while requesting periodic reimbursement. Tamara
Vance at the Virginia Outdoors Foundation serves as the program contact. More
information can be found at:
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational_planning/vof.shtml or
http://www.virginiaoutdoorsfoundation.org/
Virginia Recreational Trails Fund Program
The Virginia Recreational Trails Fund Program is a reimbursement grant program for
provision and maintenance of recreational trails and trail related facilities. It is funded by
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the state agency responsible for
managing the program is the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). Grant
funding is awarded to private organizations, city and county governments, or other
government entities. These entities must consider guidance from the Virginia
Recreational Trails Advisory Committee. More information can be found at:
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational_planning/trailfnd.shtml
The Conservation Fund
The Conservation Fund is an environmental nonprofit that works to conserve land and
water resources. The Conservation Fund partners with government agencies and
nonprofit organizations to acquire and conserve land and to demonstrate sustainable
solutions to natural resource issues through land-use planning, natural resource-based
economic development, and the application of scientific research and technology. The
Conservation Fund offers courses, workshops, and seminars to provide learning
experiences and approaches to address conservation objectives. They provide real estate,
strategic conservation, mitigation, and land advisory services to corporations, private
landowners, and communities. The Fund partners with corporations, foundations, and
individuals to offer various grant programs. Chesapeake Associate and contact is Joel
Dunn. More information can be found at: http://www.conservationfund.org/
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North American Water Trails, A Guide to Establishing and Maintaining
Recreational Waterways on Fresh and Salt Water (Second Edition) by David R.
Getchell, Sr. details the planning process for water trails from beginning to end and
includes a detailed trail building checklist which is as follows:
TRAIL BUILDING CHECKLIST:
Step 1. Planning
• Selecting a Route
• Defining the Mission
• Getting Help
• Developing a Business Plan
• Preparing a Prospectus
Step 2. Promotion
• Visual Values
• Inspiring Enthusiasm
• By Incentive
• Spreading the Word
Step 3. Funding
• Sources of Money
• Timing
• Fund Raising
Step 4. Organizing
• Within a Government Agency
• Within a Parent Organization
• Going Non-Profit
• Setting Up a Membership Organization
• Your House Isn’t Really a Home
• Choosing a Staff
• Membership Income
• Winning and Losing Members
• Using the Postal System
Step 5. Operation and Maintenance
• Selecting a Campsite
• Campsites on Private Land
• Campfire Questions
• Trash and Human Waste
• Maintenance Gear
• The Need for Workboats
• Is a Motorboat in Your Future
• Finding the Right Workboat
• Training Skippers
Producing Publications
• Newsletters
• Guidebooks
• Brochures
Continuing Challenges
• Access and Navigability Laws
• Vandalism, Accidents and Other Misfortunes
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Referenced Web Sites
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network
www.baygateways.net
Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area
http://www.dgif.state.va.us/wmas/detail.asp?pid=1
Humboldt Bay Trails Feasibility Study
http://www.nrsrcaa.org/baytrails/index.shtml
Recreation Project Plan South Park River Access Pinedale Wyoming Field Office
http://www.blm.gov/style/medialib/blm/wy/nepa/pfodocs/southparkriver.Par.4803.File.da
t/00rpp.pdf
Friends of the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail
www.friendsofthejohnsmithtrail.org
The Global Development Research Center - Sustainable Tourism
http://www.gdrc.org/uem/eco-tour/eco-tour.html
Virginia Capital Trail Homepage
http://www.virginiacapitaltrail.org/index.html
Virginia Outdoors Plan, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational_planning/vop.shtml
Virginia Tourism Corporation
http://www.vatc.org/
U.S. Census Bureau
http://www.census.gov/
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
http://www.fws.gov/
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/
Virginia Department of Forestry
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/index.shtml
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
http://www.dgif.state.va.us/
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Virginia Greenways and Trails Toolbox - How to Guide
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational_planning/documents/toolbox.pdf
Vision Plan For Virginia’s Tourism Industry, 2002
http://www.vatc.org/administration/documents/VisionPlan.pdf

Local Comprehensive Plans Online
Charles City County
http://co.charles-city.va.us/vertical/Sites/%7B5140D83F-6014-4EC8-875E081F6AF51220%7D/uploads/%7BBF47BBE4-67EA-4818-B62850A570C30FBB%7D.PDF (13.78 MB)
Comprehensive Land Use Plan, Adopted May 12, 1998
Chapter 9 of the plan lists the county’s goals and objectives. In this section, the county
includes the goals to improve public access to the county's waterways in a manner that
does “not place an excessive burden on the road system” and “to develop necessary plans
for the improvement of the county's recreational facilities.”
Hanover County
http://www.co.hanover.va.us/planning/compplan.htm
Comprehensive Plan 2007-2027, Adopted March 28, 2007
On page 192 of the Comprehensive Plan 2007, the county includes a parks and recreation
goal to “encourage the use of recreational and scenic areas.” Additionally on page 193, to
accomplish this goal the county would “Emphasize activities and facilities that are not
usually provided by the private sector, but which should be close to home, such as hiking
and jogging trails, bike paths, picnic areas, golf, boat launch sites, athletic fields, athletic
amenities, horseback riding facilities, outdoor skating areas, public fishing, and
amphitheaters.”
Henrico County
http://www.co.henrico.va.us/planning/2010landuse.htm
2010 Land Use Plan, Adopted December 13, 1995
(Note: Henrico County is developing a new comprehensive plan, the 2026 Draft
Comprehensive Plan is available at: http://www.co.henrico.va.us/planning/2026plan.htm)
Under the section for Natural Cultural and Historical Resources Objectives in the 2026
Draft Comprehensive Plan, the county’s objective is to “identify potential sites where
access to the county’s natural, historic and cultural sources could be provided to the
public, including but not limited to access to the James and Chickahominy Rivers.”
James City County
http://www.jccegov.com/government/administration/comp-plan.html
James City County 2003 Comprehensive Plan, Approved by the Board of Supervisors on
August 12, 2003
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Under the chapter for Parks and Recreation, the county has goals to “Provide a range of
recreational facilities and activities that are appropriate and adequate in number, size,
type, and location to accommodate the needs of all county residents” and to “Continue to
provide access to major water bodies for expansion of water recreation opportunities.”
New Kent County
http://www.co.new-kent.va.us/planningcomm/compplan.php
Vision 2020 New Kent County Comprehensive Plan, Adopted August 4, 2003
Under the Public Facilities’ goals and objectives section beginning on page 77, one goal
is to “Promote the development of greenways and blueways throughout the county to
enhance recreational opportunities and to promote public health and fitness.”
Additionally included is the strategy to “Work with the Virginia Department of Forestry
to develop a canoe launch and trails at Crawford State Forest.”
City of Richmond
http://www.ci.richmond.va.us/forms/Masterplan.aspx
City of Richmond’s Master Plan 2000-2020, Approved by City Council in 2000
On page 86, the City’s plan recognizes the trend of “increased public demand for diverse
recreational opportunities such as whitewater rafting and kayaking at key locations.”

Links to Local Parks and Recreation and Public Recreational Facilities
Charles City County Parks and Recreation
http://co.charles-city.va.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={0D67533C-B68A-4F279E54-1393750C89FC}
Hanover County Parks and Recreation
http://www.co.hanover.va.us/parksrec/default.htm
Henrico County Recreation and Parks
http://www.co.henrico.va.us/rec/
James City County Parks and Recreation
http://www.jccegov.com/recreation/index.html
New Kent County Parks and Recreation
http://www.co.new-kent.va.us/parks/index.php
City of Richmond Recreation and Community Facilities
http://www.ci.richmond.va.us/departments/parks/
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River and Water Trail Plans Online
Lake Superior Water Trail – Minnesota Master Plan 2002
http://www.lswta.org/masterplan.pdf
Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Greenways and Water Trails Program
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/greenways/watertrails.html
Region 2000 Greenways & Blueways Plan
http://www.region2000.org/lgc/trans_greenBlue.php

Land and Water Trails
American Canoe Association
http://www.americancanoe.org/
American Trails, a non-profit dedicated to pursuit of all trails interests.
http://www.americantrails.org
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Water Trail Toolbox
http://www.baygateways.net/watertrailtools.cfm
Logical Lasting Launches by National Park Service Rivers & Trails Program, 2004
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca/helpfultools/launchguide.pdf
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
http://www.railstotrails.org
Rivers and Trails Program of the National Park Service
http://www.ncrc.nps.gov/rtca
Trails and Greenways Clearinghouse
http://www.trailsandgreenways.org

Local Blueways
Chesapeake Bay Gateways map includes more on local blueways
http://www.baygateways.net/gatewaymap.cfm
Friends of the Lower Appomattox River
http://www.craterpdc.state.va.us/Coastal/Folar/folar_main.htm
Lower James River Water Trail
http://www.jamesriverassociation.org
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Mathews Blueways Water Trails
http://www.blueways.org
Powhatan Creek Blueway
http://www.james-city.va.us/recreation/powhatan_creek.html.
Rappahannock River Water Trail
http://www.riverfriends.org
Rivanna River Water Trail
http://rivannariver.org/home.html
York County Blueways - Water Trails Map
http://www.yorkcounty.gov/parksandrec

Blueway Related Organizations
Alliance For The Chesapeake Bay
http://acb-online.org/
Friends of The Rappahannock
http://www.riverfriends.org/
James River Association
http://www.jamesriverassociation.org/
Rivanna Conservation Society
http://rivannariver.org/

Other Resources Available on the Internet
Economic Impacts of Protecting Rivers, Trails and Greenway Corridors
by National Park Service, 4th edition, 1995.
Shows how parks benefit the local economy by creating jobs, enhancing property values,
attracting businesses and increasing local tax revenues.
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca/helpfultools/ht_publications.html
Case Studies of Water Trail Impacts on Rural Communities
by Lindsy Johnson, MCRP, for National Park Service, Rivers, Trails and Conservation
Assistance Program, 2002.
A comparative analysis of rural communities with calm water trails. Case studies
illustrate impacts of calm water trails and trends are drawn from community economic
development associated with water trails.
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca/helpfultools/wtimpacts.pdf
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Ecotourism Development – A Manual for Conservation Planners and Managers Volume
II: The Business of Ecotourism Management and Development by The Nature
Conservancy, Arlington, Virginia, USA. 2004
http://www.nature.org/aboutus/travel/ecotourism/files/manual_vol2_english.pdf
Haas, G., Aukerman, R., Lovejoy, V., and Welch, D. Water Recreation Opportunity
Spectrum (WROS) Users’ Guidebook. United States Department of the Interior, Bureau
of Reclamation, Office of Program and Policy Services, Denver Federal Center,
Lakewood, Colorado. July, 2004.
http://www.usbr.gov/pmts/planning/wros/index.html

Printed Resources
Chesapeake Bay Area Public Access Technical Assistance Report. By the Chesapeake
Bay Program, Second Edition, 1999.
This report discusses the improvement of public access to the waters of the Bay, one of
the major initiatives of the Chesapeake Bay Agreement of 1987. Increased public
awareness through expanded Bay access opportunities is considered essential in gaining
public support and commitment for the preservation of the Chesapeake Bay.
Getchell, David R., North American Water Trails; A Guide to Establishing and
Maintaining Recreational Waterways on Fresh and Salt Water, Second Edition by North
American Water Trails, Inc., Washington DC, 2000
Nolan, Andrea, Sea Kayaking Virginia : A Paddler's Guide to Day Trips from
Georgetown to Chincoteague , Imprint Woodstock, Vt. : Countryman Press, c2005.
This book includes information and first hand accounts of two kayaking trips on the
Chickahominy including a day trip on Chickahominy Lake and a day trip on Morris
Creek.
Burke, Louise, and Ready, Keith, Parks, Preserves, and Rivers : A Guide to Outdoor
Adventures in Virginia's Capital Region. Metropolitan Foundation, Richmond, VA,
1985.
This book includes information on day trips on the Chickahominy River.

9

Appendix B:
Access Point
Site Descriptions

Chickahominy Wildlife
Management Area

Appendix B
Chickahominy River Recreational Access Study

Chickahominy River Access Points Site Descriptions
This inventory of access points on the Chickahominy River was created in the summer of
2007 and is based on site visits and other research. A brief description of what is
represented on the table follows:
Access Point Name
Site names are generally based on the name of the bridge, route number, commercial
property name, or the public access point name.
Facility Type
•

•
•

Informal – typically located near bridge crossings with no amenities and rugged nonmotorized boat put-ins. Trails and pathways leading down to the drop-in areas are
undeveloped at these sites. Parking is not available at most of the sites; anglers and
boaters generally leave vehicles nearby in the right-of-way next to the road.
Commercial – sites available for motorboat launches; canoeists and kayakers put-in
from a boat ramp. Fees for launching and/or parking are charged.
Public – publicly-owned and designed for use by the public for launching boats.

Distance
The mileage system for the Chickahominy River was developed by members of the
Virginia Canals and Navigation Society for a draft river atlas that as of 2007 was being
prepared for the Chickahominy River. The society has created 15 river atlases for other
waterways in the state for canoeists and hikers with an interest in history, archaeology,
and local lore. “Mile 0” begins at a point at the mouth of the Chickahominy River where
it meets the James River. The measurements in 1/10 mile increments continue up the
middle of the river along the county boundary lines. Note: The distances between access
sites on the Chickahominy River beginning at Creighton Road and ending near the mouth
of the river at Chickahominy Riverfront Park are approximate. Actual paddling distances
will vary.
County
Many of the access points on the river above Chickahominy Lake are on one or both
banks of the river. In the cases of bridge crossings, both counties are listed.
Map Reference Number
These access sites are shown on Map 3, page 13, of the Chickahominy River Recreational
Access Study.
Description of Access Sites
Information about site ownership, the type of launch area, fees, and amenities are
included in this column.
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Access Point Name
Creighton Road Crossing

Facility Type
/ Distance/
County

Map
Ref. #

Description of Access Site

Informal

Mile
61.4

This section of the Chickahominy can be accessed by way of
an informal put-in for canoes on Creighton Road, Route
615. Parking is possible on the road’s gravel shoulder.
Walking over the bridge, a trail leads toward the river’s
edge. The bank along this section provides fishing access
and interesting views for boaters. This section of river is set
back from developed areas and its forested edges provide a
natural setting for paddling trips.

1

Hanover/
Henrico
Route 156 Road Crossing

Informal

Mile
57.2

This site provides informal access for canoes. Parking is
available within a gravel lot in the wide VDOT right-ofway. Also of interest at this location are two nearby
historical markers. Walking away from the lot, there is
access to a trail leading towards a sandy bank below the
bridge. This shore area allows for a drop-in for a water
crafts, fishing access, or wildlife viewing.

2

Henrico/
Hanover
Bottoms Bridge

Informal

Mile
51.7

This section of the Chickahominy can be reached by an
informal put-in for canoes. Currently, parking is available in
a Park and Ride lot located nearby. Access to the river is
from a gravel parking lot at 1600 Pocahontas Trail. A
footpath from the parking lot slopes down to the river’s edge
and boats can be dropped in. Paddlers can walk back to the
river after parking vehicles in the Park and Ride lot.

3

New Kent/
Henrico
Long Bridge

Informal

Mile
44.0

This section of the Chickahominy can be accessed by the
informal put-in for canoes on Route 106. Two parking
spaces are available on an abandoned VDOT road and
former bridge crossing. Pathways to the water’s edge are
located on either side of the guard rail. The sandy bank
provides fishing access and a put-in for paddlers. This
section of the river has bald cypress trees.

4

New Kent/
Charles City
Crawfords State Forest

Public
(no boat
access)
Mile
38.0

This is a 258-acre forest located in New Kent County, near
Providence Forge, Virginia. The forest is a wildlife
sanctuary and used for demonstration and education for
forestry, ecology, history, forestry research, and hiking.
Access to the forest is limited to foot traffic through a gated
road; vehicles can be parked outside the gate.

5

New Kent
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Access Point Name
Route 155 Road Crossing

Facility Type
/ Distance**/
County

Map
Ref. #

Description of Access Site

Informal
Mile
33.2

Located near Providence Forge, Virginia this section of the
Chickahominy can be accessed by way of an informal put-in
for canoes or kayaks on Route 155. The water’s edge can be
accessed by following the trail beside the guardrail on the
left-hand side. The sandy bank along this section provides
fishing access and interesting views for boaters. This access
point is on the upper edge of Chickahominy Lake and
possesses the width necessary for paddling trips.
The Virginia Department of Forestry operates the New Kent
Forestry Center on Route 60 near Providence Forge,
Virginia. The Center produces trees used to reforest
harvested tracts of land. Habitat management and research
is an additional focus of the center. A one-mile wilderness
trail is available to the public. The path travels through the
forest and interpretive signs describe tree species and the
different ecosystems there. With permission, groups can use
the site for organized canoe trips on Chickahominy Lake.
Eagle’s Landing is a privately-owned fishing and boating
facility on the edge of the Chickahominy Lake in
Providence Forge, Virginia. Eagle’s Landing offers fishing,
boating, and canoeing opportunities. The facility provides
river and lake access and boat rentals. A snack bar,
convenience store, and a bait and tackle shop are among the
amenities located on site.

6

New Kent/
Charles City
New Kent Forestry Center

Public
(boat access
limited)
Mile
30.0

7

New Kent
Eagle’s Landing

Commercial

Mile
26.9

8

New Kent

Ed Allen’s Boat and Bait

Commercial

Mile
24.0

Ed Allen’s is on the shores of Chickahominy Lake in
Lanexa, Virginia. The property features fishing and boating
and a separate campground offers cottage rentals, campsites
for RVs and tents, and utility hookups. Additionally, the
campground has a game room, convenience store,
swimming pool, and playground. By the water’s edge, Ed
Allen’s boating facilities offers docks for fishing, boat
rentals, a lakeside restaurant, bait and tackle shop, and a
boat ramp.

9

New Kent
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Access Point Name
Rockahock Campground

Facility
Type /
Distance**/
County

Map
Ref. #

Commercial

Mile
23.6

10

New Kent

Riverside Camp

Commercial

Mile
20.6

11

New Kent

Colonial Harbor Marina

Commercial

Mile
18.9

12

New Kent

Diascund Reservoir

Public
(Diascund
Creek)
James City

John Vernon Taylor Bridge

13

Informal
(Diascund
Creek)

14

Description of Access Site
Rockahock Campground is a privately-owned and operated
RV Park Resort in Lanexa, Virginia. Rockahock offers
fishing, boating, canoeing, and swimming opportunities on the
Chickahominy River. Rockahock has a marina with full
service slips, river and lake access, and boat rentals. The Fox
Hunter Grill, Rocks River Roadhouse Tavern, convenience
store, and a bait and tackle shop are among the amenities
located on site. For musical entertainment, the site also has an
outdoor amphitheatre stage.
Riverside Campground is a privately-owned camping, fishing,
and boating facility on the edge of the Chickahominy River in
Lanexa, Virginia. The campground offers RV and tent
camping, cottages, and picnic areas. The facility provides
swimming, fishing, boating, and canoeing access on the river.
Boat rentals and docking are also available. A camp store and
a bait and tackle shop are among the amenities located on site.

Colonial Harbor Marina is a family-owned marina that offers
many amenities and services. The commercial facility has a
boat ramp and docking, a discount marine store with boating
and fishing supplies and the Colonial Harbor Restaurant. The
marina additionally offers both short and long hauling of a
wide variety of boats, a travel lift for vessels up to 8 tons, wet
and dry storage, and boat servicing.

Situated along the New Kent County and James City County
line, this public access site is perfect for launching motorized
and non-motorized boats like canoes and kayaks. The
reservoir provides a scenic environment for fishing and
wildlife viewing. Located on-site are a public boat ramp,
fishing pier, a picnic area, and parking facilities. The Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries and James City
County developed this site. There is no access to the creek
from the site.
This site provides informal access for a canoe and kayak putin. There is no parking in the immediate vicinity. This area on
the Chickahominy River allows for a drop in for water crafts,
fishing access, and plant and wildlife viewing.

New Kent/
James City
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Access Point Name

Facility
Type /
Distance**/
County

Map
Ref. #

River’s Rest Motel & Marina Commercial

Mile
13.9

15

Charles City

Chickahominy Haven

Commercial

Mile
10.9

Description of Access Site
Formerly Hideaway Boating, River’s Rest is located on the
banks of the Chickahominy. This commercial facility offers
fishing, birding, boating, and hunting. On-site are motel
accommodations, a restaurant, a pool, a picnic area, and a
store for fishing tackle, gas, drinks, and boating supplies. Boat
slips and a boat ramp for motorized and non-motorized boats
are available for customers.

16

Chickahominy Haven is a privately-owned and operated
fishing and boating facility on the banks of the Chickahominy
River. This location offers fishing, boating and canoeing
opportunities on the river. The site includes a dock, slips, and
a convenience store.

17

This public access site is located in James City County and the
facility provides a location for launching motorized boats and
non-motorized canoes and kayaks. The facility has a scenic
area for fishing and wildlife viewing. Located on site is a
public boat ramp and parking facilities.

James City
Brickyard Landing

Public

Mile
10.4
James City

River Landing

Public

Mile
6.0

18

Charles City

Morris Creek Landing

Public

(Morris
Creek)
Charles City

19

This public access site is located within the Chickahominy
Wildlife Management Area and managed by the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. This public landing
provides direct access to the Chickahominy River. The public
boat ramp is not paved hence its nickname “Mud Landing.” It
also provides access for small boats. Hiking, hunting and
wildlife viewing opportunities are available in the area.

This public landing provides access to the Chickahominy
River from Morris Creek. It is situated in the Chickahominy
Wildlife Management Area and managed by the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. The public boat
ramp and dock gives boating and fishing access to the creek
and river. Hiking, primitive camping, hunting, and wildlife
viewing opportunities are available in the area.
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Access Point Name
Route 623 Road Crossing

Facility
Type /
Distance**/
County

Map
Ref. #

Informal/
Public
(Morris
Creek)

20

Charles City

Chickahominy Riverfront
Park

Public

Mile
2.4
James City

21

Description of Access Site
This upper tidal section of Morris Creek can be reached by an
informal put-in for canoes or kayaks near a pump station north
of the bridge. Parking is available in a gravel lot located by the
station. Access to the river is from a wide trail that begins in
the parking area. The trail slopes down to the river’s edge and
boats can be dropped in for boating, fishing and wildlife
viewing.

This 140-acre county park is located on the Chickahominy
River near where it joins with the James River. The park has
two outdoor swimming pools, a boat ramp, a fishing pier,
camp sites, and a small store. It is in on the Virginia Capital
Trail and close to the Chickahominy Wildlife Management
Area. Additionally, kayaks, canoes and motor boats are
available to rent.
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